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Our Mission

The Studio Museum in Harlem is the nexus for artists of African descent, locally, nationally and  
internationally, and for work that has been inspired and influenced by black culture. It is a site for 
the dynamic exchange of ideas about art and society.

Our Story

The Studio Museum in Harlem was founded in 1968 by a diverse group 
of artists, community activists and philanthropists who envisioned a new 
kind of museum that not only displays artwork but also supports artists 
and arts education. The Museum was originally located in a rented loft at 
2033 Fifth Avenue, just north of 125th Street. 
In 1979, the New York Bank for Savings 
gave the Museum the building located 
at 144 West 125th Street. Renowned 
architect J. Max Bond Jr. led a renovation 
that adapted the building into a two-level 
exhibition space with offices and space for 
rental tenants. In 1985, the Museum began 
excavation of an adjacent vacant lot at 142 
West 125th Street, leased from the City of 
New York. Over the following two decades, 
the Museum, in partnership with the City, 

completed additional renovations to the building and lot, and added 
additional gallery and lobby space, a theater and a flexible outdoor space. 
The Museum has been accredited by the American Alliance of Museums 
(AAM) since 1987, when it became the first black or Latino institution to 
gain this recognition.

The Studio Museum in Harlem is internationally known for its catalytic 
role in promoting the works of artists of African descent. The Artist-in-
Residence program was one of the Museum’s founding initiatives, and 
gives the Museum the “Studio” in its name. The program has supported 
more than one hundred emerging artists of African or Latino descent, 
many of whom who have gone on to establish highly regarded careers. 

(L-R) Eleanor Holmes Norton, Carter Burden, 
Charles Innis, Campbell Wylly, Betty Blayton-Taylor, 
Frank Donnelly at The Studio Museum in Harlem on 
opening night in September 1968

On June 15, 1982 the Studio Museum opened in its 
new home at 144 West 125th Street

David Hammons’s Untitled (African American Flag) 
(1990) is a signature and recognizable part of the 
Museum’s identity in Harlem



Alumni include Chakaia Booker, David Hammons, Kerry James Marshall, 
Julie Mehretu, Wangechi Mutu, Mickalene Thomas and Kehinde Wiley. 
The Studio Museum serves as a bridge between artists of African descent 
and a broad and diverse public. A wide variety of programs bring art alive 
for audiences of all ages—from toddlers to seniors—through talks, tours, 
art-making activities, performances and on- and off-site educational 
programs. Museum exhibitions expand the personal, public and academic 
understanding of modern and contemporary art by artists of African 
descent. The Studio Museum is a leader in scholarship about artists of 
African descent, publishes Studio magazine each September and March, 
and regularly creates award-winning books, exhibition catalogues and 
brochures.

The Museum’s permanent collection includes over two thousand paintings, 
sculptures, watercolors, drawings, pastels, prints, photographs, mixed-
media works and installations dating from the nineteenth century to 

the present. The Museum’s Acquisition Committee 
facilitates the growth of the collection through donations 
and purchases. Artists in the collection include Romare 
Bearden, Robert Colescott, Jacob Lawrence, Norman 
Lewis, Chris Ofili, Betye Saar, Lorna Simpson, Kara 
Walker and Hale Woodruff, as well as many former 
artists in residence. The Museum also is the custodian 
of an extensive archive of the work of photographer 
James VanDerZee, the quintessential chronicler of the 
Harlem community from 1906 to 1983. The Museum 
does not have a permanent exhibition of work from its 
collection, but frequently shows selections in temporary 
exhibitions. 

Our Structure and Leadership
The Studio Museum in Harlem is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. We receive funding from a variety of 
sources, including individuals, foundations, corporations and government. The Museum is a member 
of New York City’s Cultural Institutions Group and is governed by the Board of Directors, listed below. 

Raymond J. McGuire, Chairman 
Carol Sutton Lewis, Vice-Chair 
Rodney M. Miller Sr., Treasurer 
Jacqueline L. Bradley, Secretary 

Laura Day Baker
Dr. Anita Blanchard
Peter A. Boyce, II
Kathryn C. Chenault
Joan S. Davidson
Gordon J. Davis, Esq.
Damien R. Dwin

The inaugural 2005 cover of Studio, which is 
recognized as a leader in museum magazine 
innovation

Opening of the Spring 2017 exhibition Regarding the Figure, which featured more than 
fifty works from the Museum’s collection



Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
Sandra Grymes 
Arthur J. Humphrey Jr.
Russ Hutchinson
C. C. Melvin Ike
George L. Knox
Nancy L. Lane
Dr. Michael L. Lomax
Bernard I. Lumpkin
Suzanne McFayden
Dr. Amelia Ogunlesi
Holly Peterson
Ann G. Tenenbaum
Reginald Van Lee
Lise Wilks

Ex-Officio

Hon. Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City  
Roxanne John, Mayoral Designee
Hon. Gonzalo Casals, Commissioner of the Department of Cultural 
Affairs Thelma Golden, Director and Chief Curator

The Studio Museum is currently constructing the first building in its 
history created expressly for the needs of the institution and its 
communities. Designed by Adjaye Associates with Cooper 
Robertson, the new building occupies the site on West 125th Street 
on which the Studio Museum had been operating since 1982, in a 
century-old commercial structure  adapted by the celebrated architect 
J. Max Bond, Jr.

Undertaken as a public-private initiative in partnership with the City of 
New York, the new 82,000-square-foot building will enable the Studio 
Museum to better serve its growing and diverse audiences, provide 
additional educational opportunities to museumgoers from toddlers to 
seniors, expand its world-renowned exhibitions of art by artists of 
African descent and influenced and inspired by black culture, and 
effectively display its singular collection of artwork from the nineteenth 
century to the present day 

Sketch for the new Studio Museum building by 
David Adjaye. Courtesy Adjaye Associates

The Studio Museum in Harlem Building Project




