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THE STUDIO MUSEUM IN HARLEM IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE OUR 
PARTICIPATION IN BLUE STAR MUSEUMS

NEW YORK, NY, May 22, 2012 – The Studio Museum in Harlem is announcing the launch of Blue 
Star Museums, a collaboration among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, 
the Department of Defense, and more than 1,500 museums across America to offer free admission 
to all active duty military personnel and their families from Memorial Day through Labor Day 2012. 
Leadership support has been provided by MetLife Foundation through Blue Star Families. The com-
plete list of participating museums is available at www.arts.gov/bluestarmuseums.

“Through Blue Star Museums, the arts community is extending a special invitation to military families 
to enjoy over 1,500 museums this summer,” said NEA Chairman Rocco Landesman. “This is both an 
opportunity to thank military families for their service and sacrifice, as well as a chance to create con-
nections between museums and these families that will continue throughout the year. Especially for 
families with limited time together, those on a limited budget, and ones that have to relocate frequent-
ly, Blue Star Museums offers an opportunity to enjoy one another and become more fully integrated 
into a community.” 

“As we enter the third consecutive year of the Blue Star Museums program, we are happy provide 
an opportunity for our nation’s service members and their families to connect with our national trea-
sures,” said Blue Star Families CEO Kathy Roth-Douquet. “Through this distinctive collaboration be-
tween Blue Star Families, the National Endowment for the Arts and more than 1,500 museums across 
the United States, military families have an unparalleled opportunity to visit some of the country’s 
finest museums for free.”



This year, more than 1,500 (and counting) museums in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, and American Samoa are taking part in the initiative, including more than 300 new museums 
this year. Museums are welcome to join Blue Star Museums throughout the summer. The effort to 
recruit museums has involved the partnership efforts of the American Association of Museums, the 
Association of Art Museum Directors, the Association of Children’s Museums, the American Associa-
tion of State and Local History, and the Association of Science-Technology Centers. This year’s Blue 
Star Museums represent not just fine arts museums, but also science museums, history museums, 
nature centers, and 70 children’s museums. Among this year’s new participants are the American 
Civil War Center at Historic Tredegar in Richmond, Virginia, the New Mexico Museum of Space His-
tory in Alamogordo, NM, the Cleveland Botanical Garden in Cleveland, Ohio, the Children’s Creativity 
Museum in San Francisco, California, the Menil Collection in Houston, Texas, and the World Figure 
Skating Museum & Hall of Fame in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

About Blue Star Museums 

Blue Star Museums is a collaboration among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Fami-
lies, the Department of Defense, and more than 1,500 museums across America. The program runs 
from Memorial Day, May 28, 2012 through Labor Day, September 3, 2012. The free admission pro-
gram is available to active-duty military and their family members (military ID holder and up to five 
family members). Active duty military include Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, and active 
duty National Guard and active duty Reserve members. Some special or limited-time museum exhib-
its may not be included in this free admission program.  
For questions on particular exhibits or museums, please contact the museum directly. To find out 
which museums are participating, visit www.arts.gov/bluestarmuseums. The site includes a list of par-
ticipating museums and a map to help with visit planning.
 
Museums that wish to participate in Blue Star Museums may contact bluestarmuseums@arts.gov, or 
Wendy Clark at 202-682-5451. 
 
This is the latest NEA program to bring quality arts programs to the military, veterans, and their fami-
lies. Other NEA programs for the military have included Operation Homecoming: Writing the Wartime 
Experience; Great American Voices Military Base Tour; and Shakespeare in American Communities 
Military Base Tour.

About Blue Star Families 

Blue Star Families is a national, nonprofit network of military families from all ranks and services, 
including guard and reserve, with a mission to support, connect and empower military families. In ad-
dition to morale and empowerment programs, Blue Star Families raises awareness of the challenges 
and strengths of military family life and works to make military life more sustainable through programs 
and partnerships like Operation Honor Cards, MilKidz Club and Blue Star Museums. Membership in-
cludes military spouses, children and parents as well as service members, veterans and the civilians 
who strongly support them.  
 
To learn more about Blue Star Families, visit www.bluestarfam.org. 



About the National Endowment for the Arts
 
The National Endowment for the Arts was established by Congress in 1965 as an independent agen-
cy of the federal government. To date, the NEA has awarded more than $4 billion to support artistic 
excellence, creativity, and innovation for the benefit of individuals and communities. The NEA extends 
its work through partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal agencies, and the 
philanthropic sector. To join the discussion on how art works, visit the NEA at arts.gov. 

About The Studio Museum in Harlem 

Founded in 1968, The Studio Museum in Harlem is a contemporary art museum that focuses on the 
work of artists of African descent locally, nationally and globally, as well as work that has been in-
spired and influenced by African-American culture. The Museum is committed to serving as a unique 
resource in the local community, and in national and international arenas, by making artworks and 
exhibitions concrete and personal for each viewer.

Hours and Admission 

The Studio Museum is open Thursday and Friday, noon-9pm; Saturday, 10am-6pm; Sunday, noon-
6pm. The museum is closed to the public but available for school and group tours on Monday, Tues-
day, and Wednesday. Museum admission is by suggested donation: $7 for adults, $3 for students 
(with valid id) and seniors. Free for children 12 and under. Sundays are free at the Studio Museum, 
thanks to generous support from Target. For more information visit studiomuseum.org. 
 
The Studio Museum in Harlem is supported, in part, with public funds provided by the following government agencies and 
elected representatives:  The New York City Department of Cultural Affairs; New York State Council on the Arts, a state 
agency; National Endowment for the Arts; Assemblyman Keith L. T. Wright, 70th A.D.; The City of New York; Council 
Member Inez E. Dickens, 9th Council District, Speaker Christine Quinn and the New York City Council; and Manhattan 
Borough President Scott M. Stringer.


